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When The Mails Went Through Salt Lake On Horse Back 


Tho Pony Express, 


The firat Pony Express (com the West lett 
Sacramento, elty, Cal, at 12 pm, on the 
night of the 3d inst, and arrived In this elty le 
at 1h: 45 pom. of the 7th, Inalde of prospectus! m 
Ume. The roads were heavy and the weather |v 

Th 


a Express from the Eaat left St. Joseph, 
Btlssourl, at 6: 20 p.m. on the evening of the 
4 and arrived in this city at 6: 25 p.m. on the 
‘evening of the Oth. ‘Tha difference in time be- 
tween Et, Joseph and this city ja something! sb: 
Sear L hour and 15 minutes, bringing ug withs (hp 
In alx daya communication witt the’ fruntler, Mer 
and seven days from Washington—a result !en: 
accustomed to recelve 
date, can well appre» 


qu 


ba 
by 
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Much eredit ts due the enterprlaing and per- 
severing originators of this enterprise and, al. 
though a telegraph Ia very deslrable, we feel jte 
well satisfied with this achlevement ror the 
present, 

Tho weather has been disagreedble’ and) ir 
stormy for th and in every way |e 
calculated to retard the operations of the com- jw 
pany, and we are informed the expresa! c 
tantivard frèw this place was fve houra Inf x 
golng to Snyder's mill, a distance of twenty- 
Give miles. 

Weare indebted to Mr. W. H. Rossell for a 
soy of the St. Joseph Daily Geseite, printed] | 
expreanly for Utah and Califor 
from 
Ing of the 24, and from St- Joseph to 6p. 
the 3d Jnstant, 

‘Tho probability Ie, the express will bea 
Mitte behind time In reaching Sacramento this 
Urip, but when the weather becomes aettled,! by 
and the roads good, we have no doubt they] y 
will bo able to make the trip in leas than ten! w 
days. 
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‘|Yon and so the 


J8ame route in a fraction of a sec- 


,|yoseph, Mo. 


Above is a typical Pony Express rider of the 
60's, covering his run in the face of hostile 


account Jn The 
Indian and bandit threats, At the left is the | 


Pony Express Started — 
74 Years Ago Today 


First Run Was Made From Sacramento to Salt Lake 


Seventy-four years ago today, a. buckskin-clad horseman 
spurred his pony eastward 'at a mad gallop. , Strapped to his 
saddle was valuable mail from Sacramento, California, destined for 
eastern cities, Jour days later that mail reached Salt Lake City, 


threw mud from his flying heels. Rain beat into the rider's face, 
At the slage depot a fresh pony and a fresh rider were wailing. 


In Four Days; Line Lost $150,000 | 


Crowds were gathered in the streets as the foam-flecked horse |’ 


In less than ten seconds the saddle bags with their precious cargo | 


Deseret News of April 11, 18 


of the first Pony Express run which occi 
74 years ago today, — MA i 


of mail were transferred and the ride continued eastward, 
eastward, 

That was the start of the Pon: 
Express and an epochal event for 
Sait Lake and the west. It brought! 
(his city within six daya of the 
eastern frontier and within seven 
days’ communicttion with Wash- 
ington, D, C. Previously the time! j 
was about three months, 

Complaint of Delays 


Now messages flash over .-the 


ever 
———— eee 


ond and the trall is covered by 
pline dally in a few! houraisac 

In the 'b0's'and ’60's thera were| 
many complaints on the overland 
mail delays. First class mall of- 
ten was left waiting at Fort Kear. 
ney or other points for months! 
ut a timo. In many cases goyorn-| 
ment reports were substituted forf 
lirst class mall and caused furthe| 
delays. Stage coach passengers 
1ikewise complained of the dis-} 
comfort of riding with the inter- 
lor of the coaches packed, with 
uycless government tomes. 

Horace Greeley ralsed a particu- 
sarly strident wail when he was 
forced to ride from Fort Laramie 
on a tripod formed by the corners 
uf one patent office report and two! 
of Hon. J. M. Bernheisel's free 
public documents. 

Then, also, California was be-| 
coming predominant in the na- 
tion's interest with immigration 
and gold. The officlals in Wash- 
ington wanted faster communica- 
Pony Express! 
started on April 3, 1860, 

Lost. $150,0000 

The company of Russell, Wad. 
ell and Majors supplied the back- 
ing and provided horses and rid- 
ers. Mall was carried for $5 an 
to Bt.) 


air- 


fi 
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ounce from Sacramento 


Horses were: changed ‘every 12 
or 16 miles and always were rid- 
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